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In the Name of Most High 

 
March 19, 2015 
 
Re: Community Update 

Dear Sisters, Brothers Salaam alaikum and Happy Nowruz! 

Once again, we write to provide you with an update regarding the ongoing 
litigation and activities of the Foundation in support of centers and schools. 

A. Foundation support for the community 

 We have continued our efforts to ensure that the Foundation’s properties 
remain available for the Communities’ use and enjoyment.  As mentioned previously, despite 
opposition from the Government and private plaintiff groups, the Foundation won the right to 
continue to receive funds from its building located at 650 Fifth Avenue in New York to support 
its basic operations and to make necessary safety and maintenance repairs at the properties.  
The Foundation also secured agreements from the Government and the private plaintiffs that 
no attempt to seize the properties or to interfere with the Community’s use  of the properties 
would be made until after all appeals were to be concluded, and those agreements were 
confirmed on the record in court on May 2, 2014.   

Specifically, the Foundation has obtained court approval to continue providing 
financial support to ensure that its properties are maintained in a manner necessary to provide 
a safe environment for the Community that uses them.  While the Foundation is still prohibited 
by court order from donating to religious centers and Community organizations for their 
programming needs, based on the Foundation’s efforts, the District Court has permitted us to 
provide funds for necessary safety and maintenance repairs of the properties.  At the 
Foundation’s request, the District Court has also permitted funds to be used to pay the gas and 
electricity bills necessary to maintain safe and secure conditions at the properties, and to 
maintain insurance on the properties, as is required for the operation of a school or religious 
center.  We have also gained approval for an independent real estate firm to conduct physical 
reviews and surveys of the Foundation’s properties to identify any outstanding safety and 
maintenance issues that need to be addressed.  We are currently evaluating the most efficient 
means of addressing the issues identified as part of these reviews, and anticipate that 
numerous repairs funded by the Foundation will begin at the Alavi owned properties in the 
upcoming months and year.  
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We appreciate the difficulties that this litigation has caused and thank the 
Community members and leaders for their continued support.  As many of you are aware, the 
Foundation’s board of directors have continued to work with the Community and listened to its 
concerns, including through numerous meetings with and visits to Community members across 
the country and at the Foundation’s properties.  Some Farsi schools were closed due to lack of 
fund and after support of Foundation they are operating again. The Foundation’s principles of 
assisting worthy organizations and individuals continue to guide us, and we are very hopeful 
that the Foundation will resume its operations following the appeal.  

B. Litigation process 

Since the date of our last letter, the Foundation’s lawyers have submitted their 
briefs appealing the District Court’s decisions, and we are waiting for argument on the appeals 
to be scheduled.  We are informed by our lawyers that the appellate process is long, and that 
we should not expect to have a decision until the fall, at earliest.  The specific events over the 
last months are as follows: 

On June 6, 2014, the Foundation’s lawyers filed notices of appeal to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit of the District Court’s orders forfeiting the Foundation’s 
interests in properties to the U.S. Government, and ordering turnover of its properties to 
private plaintiffs holding judgments against Iran.  The Foundation submitted its opening 
appellate briefs on October 1, 2014, and the Government and private plaintiffs submitted their 
response briefs on January 29, 2015.  The Foundation’s final briefs were submitted last week, 
on March 12, 2015.  We expect that the Second Circuit will schedule argument with respect to 
these appeals in the next several months, and may take another several months to render its 
decisions.  Assuming we succeed, the Court of Appeals will return the cases to the District Court 
for consideration and ultimately trial of any outstanding factual issues.  The Foundation remains 
confident that the Court of Appeals will correct the legal errors made by the District Court. 

Please join us in praying for the success of the Foundation in its litigation 
allowing forty years of charity work to continue serving your communities, religious centers, 
schools, and clinics. 

Board of Directors, 
Alavi Foundation 
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